WRITING OUR HERITAGE

-Do you remember reading about settlers and homesteaders?
‘Some of Nebraska’s best-known authors wrote about homesteaders
~andimmigrants. Their books help people around the world
ETO KNOW  understand more about what it was like to carve
reeter Aldrich - | SRR out a new life on the Nebraska plains.
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nd loves its writers. They
s praises; they make its ";’fﬁ
deeds known. ... No
is truly great until it has
iters who write its songs,
s, novels, plays, poems, :
s, -and other good books.

—A. E: Sheldon

The Nebraska Adventure

" younger brothers and sisters and made up stories to tell them. Mari also worked hard on the

 BesSt

20th Century Nebraskans

Mari Sandoz grew up on the high plains near Rushville

i.

nd Gordon. She often took care of her

family homestead. Many people visited the Sandoz home. Mari loved to listen to old trappers,
traders, and Plains Indians tell their stories. She wanted to write down those stories. |

Mari spoke only German and French until she was nine years old, but she quickly learned English }
when she started going to school. She loved school and often stayed late just to read or write,
When she was 12, she wrote a story that her teacher sent to a contest. It won second place, and
the story was published in an Omaha newspaper.

When Mari was just 17 years old, she became a teacher in a country school. But
she really wanted to be a writer. She moved to Lincoln to fulfill her dream of
writing. _ : '

Mari was very pooy, and she was often sick. She spent much of her time
working at the historical society, reading at the library, and writing the story of
her father’s life. She called her book 0ld Jules. It took more than 12 years and
many rewritings to get it published, and at times Mari felt like giving up. Then
one publisher in New York gave Mari a chance and published 0ld Jules. The book
was a success, and Mari won awards for it. _

Mari wrote many other books. Some of them were fiction, or made-
up stories. Others were history books about the Plains Indians, the
cattlemen, and Nebraska. She often wrote about the people, places,
and stories she had known as a child.
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e - How did Mari Sandoz show.
~ . perseverance? .
she was 14 yea o

Midwest. ' Her best-known book is A Lantern -
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. 20th century many actors, singers, entertainers, and televmon stars were born or lived in
Nebraska. Here are just a few of them.

Henry Fonda 1905-1982

Henry Fonda was born in Grand

- Island. The house where he was
born is now part of Stuhr Museum.
When he was a baby, his family
moved to Omaha. As a young man,
Henry began acting with the

Omaha Community Playhouse.
From there he went on to act on
stage, television, and in the
movies.

This photograph shows the filming of one of
Darryl F. Zanuck's famous films called The
‘Grapes of Wrath. It was a film about the
Great Depression. Hemry Fonda starred in it.
He is the man on the left.
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Fred Astaire
1889-1987

~ and Ray Charles. Over the years,
) Preston not only played with b1g
‘bands: He also taught college ~.~

‘restaurant in Omaha. His talent

{ Fred Astaire was born in Omaha.
B He was one of the best-known
| dancers in early movies. His mother
was a school teacher, and his father
was an immigrant from Austria.
. When he was a child, his family
moved to New York City, but
B they often came back to
B Omaha to visit. When he
B8 was older, Fred became a
B world famous dancer. He
88 performed in many
8 movies.

20th Century Nebraskans

Preston Love 1921 2004

" Preston Love was born and grew up in Omaha

_.I—Ie began playlng the saxophone when he was 15.
- Preston loved to 11sten to all-the b1g bands come

through town and play what he called; ‘black ™

‘music. ‘It was also known as jazz. By the time he
 was 22, Preston’ was a member of the famous Count
- Basie Orchestra Later, he ‘was the band leader for

~many famous groups and stars..Some of them were

The Supremes, The- Temptatlons Stev1e Wonder

music classes, wrote books, wrote A
for newspapers, “and owned a

on the saxophone made h1m a . :'
legend . -

John Beasley 1943-

John Beasley is one of the most successful black
actors in Omaha’s history. He has acted on stage,
on television, and in movies. He has starred with

~ Morgan Freeman, Robert Duval, Danny Glover, and

Oprah Winfrey. While his work takes him all over

_the world, John still lives in Omaha. He runs a

workshop for people who want to learn acting
skills.. He especially likes to help young people. A
theater in Omaha has been named after him.
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